April 1st, 2021 to March 31st, 2022 was the

28th year of operations for Community Futures Huron. As

the COVID-19 pandemic continued, Community Futures Huron was diligent in efforts to stabilize and
reinvigorate the Huron County economy. Highlights of the past year include:



We held

168 one-on-one counselling sessions with 87 in-

dividual business clients, helping them to hone their management skills,
pivot their operations and maintain

108 jobs in the local economy.

30 enterprises with a total of
$1,773,019 in loans for business start-ups, expansions and
COVID relief, helping to create, maintain and save another 93 jobs.


We provided

South Hill Succulents. Seaforth

These include:

 $1,549,995 in traditional Community

Futures Huron Investment

9 start-ups, 9 expansions and 2 business successions helping to create & maintain 36
Fund Loans approved to 20 enterprises, including

jobs;

 $223,024 in

CEBA-Like Recovery Loans
The Village Toy Castle, Brucefield

approved to

10 enterprises, saving

57 jobs in the local economy.

Huron Country Playhouse, South Huron
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In addition, we continued to support local community groups and not-for-profit organizations as

they worked to create new economic opportunities throughout the region. Highlights include:

 Partnering with the County of Huron, local municipalities,
BIAs and Chambers of Commerce to undertake a Business
Retention & Expansion Initiative that will help focus business
development efforts moving forward.

 Working with the Bayfield Historical Society to employ Heritage
Tourism Ambassadors at the Bayfield Archives.

Stephanie Talbot

 Sponsoring research internships in local health through the Gateway Centre of Excellence.

Megan Kovats
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Cam Brenner

Sage Milne

 Creating a feature video to enhance the fundraising
efforts of the Huron Hospice.

Bil Dowson in video Through the Eyes of a Family

 Enhancing recent streetscape improvements by
sponsoring Downtown Clinton Blade Signage for merchants.

 Driving local consumer purchases by collaborating with regional
partners on the on-line Huron County Christmas Wish Book.

 Inspiring travel by offering a new
digital experience via Postcards from Huron County, a podcast series
featuring a wealth of stories about the region’s heritage.

3 | Page

 Providing a new source of venture capital for local
entrepreneurs by establishing the Huron Entrepreneur Fund
in concert with the Sunset Community Foundation.

Mary Bruce of Forever and Beyond, Goderich.
Source: Sunset Community Foundation Facebook Page



All told, we stimulated $8,075,000 in new regional economic development activity across Huron

County, supporting 117 farms, businesses and social enterprises and 201 workers in the local economy.

And now, a special shout out to Huron Student Honey, which recently captured

2 awards in the Eco-

nomic Developers Council of Ontario: 2021 Awards of Excellence:




Lieutenant-Governors’ Award: BEST IN SHOW; and
Rural Excellence Award.

Accepting the awards were Angela Smith, Community Improvement Co-ordinator, Municipality of Central Huron (pictured at left), and Alison Lobb, West Ward Councillor, Municipality of Central Huron. Of
course, we are very proud that Alison is also President of Community Futures Huron.

1 BUSINESS, 1 JOB AT A TIME – IT ALL ADDS UP
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Since inception in October 1993, Community Futures Huron has invested a total of

$35,116,992 of public funds into local economic development initiatives. In turn, these investments have helped launch or expand 3,027 commercial enterprises throughout Huron County,
or approximately 30% of all farms and businesses in the region. Currently these enterprises employ
7,851 people, or approximately 25% of the Huron County labour force.
Putting things in perspective, on average, CFH helps launch 2 business ventures/week - week-in and
week-out, while roughly 6 jobs are created or maintained in the Huron County economy. The average
one-time public cost/ job to the taxpayer through contributions made by Community Futures Huron is
just

$4,473. This number compares very favourably with other federal & provincial job creation

programs.

$4.50 of
economic activity is generated locally. For Huron County, this translates into $8,075,000

According to the Conference Board of Canada, for every $1 that CFH invests, another

in new incremental economic activity in the past year alone, along with an increase in wages and salaries
of

$6,700,000.

And according to Statistics Canada, approximately

$261.4 M in wages and salaries are gener-

ated every year from jobs created and maintained by Community Futures Huron, about

$7.86 M of that going back to municipal coffers in the form of property taxes and another
$17.3 M to the federal government in income and business taxes.

We could not do this without the support of the Federal Government’s Community Futures Program; our
long-standing partnership with the County of Huron; the dedication of numerous community volunteers; our extensive networks throughout the region, and of course, the many private, civic and social
entrepreneurs who keep striving to “make their futures” in Huron County.
We’ve Been Helping Entrepreneurs Make Their Futures Happen in Huron County Since 1993!
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